
wherein adjaoent turns of said plurality of turns of said spiral shape are secured 
together by a bonding agent so as to form a tubular duct; and 
wherein/said tubular duct is noncombustible. 



16. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to c)aim 15, wherein 
said bonding agent comprises a noncombustible bondirfg agent. 




17. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 16, wherein 
said insulating material comprises a noncombustible insulating fiber. 

18. (New) A noncombustible insulating dmzft according to claim 15, wherein 
said insulating material comprises a noncombustible insulating fiber. 

19. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 18, wherein 
said noncombustible insulating fiber is glass wool. 

20. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 18, wherein 
said noncombustible'insulating fiber is rock wool. 

21. (New) A nonoombustible insulating duct according to claim 15, wherein 
said elongated strip has a substantially rectangular cross section. 



22. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct comprising: 

an elongated strip formed of an insulating material and a noncombustible sheet 
encasing said insulating material; 

wherein said elongated strip is arranged in a spiral shape having a plurality of turns; 
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lerein adjacent turns of said plurality of turns of said spiral shape are secured 
together by j( noncombustible joint member so as to form a tubular duct; and 
wherein said tubular duct is noncombustible. 

23. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to clain/22, wherein 
said insulating material comprises a noncombustible insulating fiber. 




24. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according^ claim 23, wherein 
said noncombustible insulating fiber is glass wool/ 

25. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 23, wherein 
said noncombustible insulating fiber is rope wool. 



26. 



(New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 22, wherein 
said elongated strip has a substantially rectangular cross section. 




27. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 22, wherein 

said elongated strip has fipst and second opposite sides facing in opposing axial 
directions of said tubular duct, respectively, and inner and outer sides facing toward an interior of 
said tubular duct and an exterior of said tubular duct, respectively; 

said elongated strip/has flanges projecting from said first and second sides thereof, 
respectively; and 

said noncombustible joint member is secured to said flanges of adjacent turns of 
said elongated strip to connect said flanges together, thereby connecting said turns together. 



few) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 27, wherein 
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flanges include axially-extending portions extending in axial directions of said 

said noncombustible joint member has opposing side edges that are in a folded- 
over relation with said axially extending portions of said flanges of the adjacent turns of said 
elongated strip. 

29. (New) A noncombustible insulating dua according to claim 28, wherein 
said elongated strip has a substantially rectangular cross section. 

30. (New) 7A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 28, wherein 
said flanges project toward the interior of said tubular duct, and said 

noncombustible joint member is disposed in the interior of said tubular duct. 



3 1 . (Jsfew) A noncombustible insulating duct comprising: 

n elongated strip formed of an insulating material and a noncombustible sheet 
encasing said/nsulating material; 

wherein said elongated strip is arranged in a spiral shape having a plurality of turns; 
wherein adjacent turns of said plurality of turns of said spiral shape are secured 
together bfy both a bonding agent and a noncombustible joint member so as to form a tubular duct; 



and 



wherein said tubular duct is noncombustible. 

32. (New) A noncombustible insulatirig duct according to claim 31, wherein 
said insulating material comprises a noncombustible insulating fiber. 



33. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 32, wherein 
said noncombustible insulating fiber is glass wool. 
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34. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 32, wherein 
said noncombustible insulating fiber is rock w0ol. 

35. (New) A noncombustible insulating du# according to claim 31, wherein 
said elongated strip has a substantia^ rectangular cross section. 

36. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 31, wherein 

said elongated strip has first and second opposite sides facing in opposing axial 
directions of said tubular duct, respectively, and inner and outer sides facing toward an interior of 
said tubular duct and an exterior of said tubular duct, respectively; 

said elongated $trip has flanges projecting from said first and second sides thereof, 
respectively; and 

said noncofnbustible joint member is secured to said flanges of adjacent turns of 
said elongated strip to/connect said flanges together, thereby connecting said turns together. 

37. (New) A/fbncombustible insulating duct according to claim 36, wherein 
said flanges include axially-extending portions extending in axial directions of said 

tubular duct; and 

sand noncombustible joint member has opposing side edges that are in a folded- 
over relation with said axially extending portions of said flanges of the adjacent turns of said 
elongated sti/p. 

38. (New) A noncombustible insulating di/ct according to claim 37, wherein 
said elongated strip has a substantially rectangular cross section. 

39. (New) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 37, wherein 
said bonding agent comprises a noncombustible bonding agent. 
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40. (New) A noncombustible 



insul^tini 



duct according to claim 31, wherein 



said bonding agent compri^s a noncombustible bonding agent. 



J^w) A noncombustible insulating duct according to claim 3 1, wherein 
said flanges project toward the interior of said tubular duct, and said 
stible joint member is disposed in the interior of said tubular duct. 
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